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Introduction 


The main purpose of this little book is to help the 
tourist to understand as much as possible about 
hieroglyphes, this mysterious script that remained 
in use several thousand years and from which we 
learnt a great deal of what happened so long ago. 
As a complete study of hieroglyphes is the work of 
a life time, we must content ourselves with learn- 
ing just enough to enable us to decipher the names 
of some of the more important pharaohs of 
Ancient Egypt. 
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The Hieroglyphes 


There is little doubt that this form of writing has its origin in 
a picture script such as we can still see on the Narmer 
Palette. 

The most ancient hieroglyphic inscriptions date back from 
the time of the unification of Upper with Lower Egypt, 
about 3000 B. C., and the last known inscription is dated 
394 A.D. 

The time of transition from the picture script to hieroglyphic 
writing with its enormous number of different signs must 
have been effected in a relatively very short time of not more 
than three generations since we find already perfectly pre- 
cise inscriptions in the 3" dynasty of King Zoser about 
2700 B. C. 

Apart from the decorative hieroglyphes on buildings of all 
kinds and on art objects, a cursive form of hieroglyphes was 
used and generally employed for writing on papyrus. The 
difference between this latter form called *'hieratic" and the 
hieroglyphic writing may be compared to that of our type 
writing and hand writing. 

The “Hieratic” writing was used until about 700 B. C. and 
from then on a simplified modificated form was used for 
popular writing of contracts and protocols; this form of 
writing is called *Demotic". 

The final form of Egyptian writing, originating from the 
*Demotic" and before the introduction of Arabic in Egypt, 
is the “Coptic script" using the Greek alphabet by adding а 
few more letters and specially vowels. The foundation of 
reading of hieroglyphes is the knowledge of Coptic. This 
coptic writing is still used to-day for Coptic Liturgy. 
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The art of reading hieroglyphes had been completely lost for 
long centuries. It was Champollion (1790—1832 A. D.) who 
for the first time was able properly to decipher hieroglyphic 
writing. French soldiers found the famous “Rosetta Stone" а 
decree of Ptolomaios V in Greek, Demotic and Hieroglyphic 
writing. Comparing these different texts and specially the 
names of "Ptolmees" and “Cleopatra” written in the royal 
cartouches, he could recognize with certainty a few letters of 
the hieroglyphic alphabet. 


Ptolemy Cleopatra 
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The word "Hieroglyph” has its origin in the Greek and 
means translated holy script (Hieros=holy, Gluphein= 
impress). 


4 


The old Egyptians were the first to discover an alphabet of 
24 letters; if only this alphabet would have been used, hiero- 
glyphic reading would be very easy. But the priests who used 
and taught the art of hieroglyphs, invented, beside the above 
24 letters (Phonetic signs) more than 700 further signs called 
“Syllabic”. 

These syllabic signs could have been written without diffi- 
culty with the letters of the hieroglyphic alphabet. In addi- 
tion to these Phonetic and Syllabic signs, a great number of 
determinative signs were also used for the following reason. 
In the hieroglyphic system no short vowels existed similar to 
those in the Arabic alphabet. For example, if we were to 
translate into English the two signs D and R, these could 
read either door or deer. To differentiate then therefore the 
representation of a door or a deer was added after the word. 
The hieroglyphic writing was a highly developed system by 
which everything even grammatical forms could be ex- 
pressed. No wonder that only the priests and a few scribes 
mastered perfectly the writing with these numerous signs. 
The hieroglyphes can be read from right to left, from left to 
right and also vertically, according to the picture compo- 
sition, the heads being always turned towards the beginning 
of the sentence. 


Alphabetic Signs 
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The numbers are as follow 
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A selection of determinative signs 


Man Woman Children 
К Mann 3 Frau Kinder 
Homme Femme Enfants 


Np rene Apes 1355 


Plante Déesse Dieu 


Bird Animal Fisch 
> Vogel А Tier Fisch 
Oiseau Animal яви Роіззоп 
Моте Village-Town Day-Time 
IHE Gau ® Dori-Stadt Tag-Zeit 
Province Village-Vilie Jour-Temps 
Rain-Storm Foreigner Abstract 
Regen-Sturm | Auslaender «м» Abstrakt 
Pluie-Tempéte Etranger Abstrait 
To walk Foreign land Ж Metal 
Gehen ` АДА  Fremdes Land cores Metali 
Marcher Terre étrangere $ Métal 
Stone Wood w^ Water Wind 
mm Stein خي‎ Holz fe Wasser Wind 
Pierre Bois ^^ Eau L'air 
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Groups of signs frequently met Some Names of Famous Kings 


King of Upper and Lower Egypt 
=( Nisut Бай), Koenig von Ober-und Unter Aegypten 
p 3 Roi de fa Haute et Basse Egypte 
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Fils du dieu Ва 


The god Amen Rå 
Gott Amen -Ка 


Le dieu Amen- Rå 


Mena (Menes). 


Per-ab-sen. 
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Senateru . Khufu (Cheops). 
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Qui vit éternellement 


Who lives eternally 
tua =(ankh djet ), Der ewig lebt 


Life stability and enjoyment 
$ i 1 =(ånkh djed uas), Leben, Bestaendigkelt und Genuss 
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Kha-f-Ra (Chephren), Men-kau-Rå (Mycerinus). 


La vie, stabilité et jole 


The justified 
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The Scribe 
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Le scribe 
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The great god 
Der grosse Gott 
Le grand dieu 


The good god 
Der gute Gott 
Le bon dieu 


Year 
Jahr 
Année 
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Maat-n-Ra, Amen-m-hat Ш, 
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Neb-pehti-Ra, Aah-mes I (Amasis). 
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jeser-ka-Ra, Amen-hotep (Ameno-phis 
kheper-ka-Ra, Thothmes 
a-kheper-n-Ra, Thothmes П, Nefer-khau. 
at-ka-Ra, Hat-shepsut — chnem-Amen (Hatshepsut). 


en-kheper-Rå, Thothmes 
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Nefer-kheperu-Ra-ua-n-Ra, Amen-hotep-neter- heqa-Wast ( Amenophis 
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en pehti-Ra, Ra-messu ( Rameses I). 
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Kheper-hedj-Rå-setep-n-Rå, Àmen-meri- Shashanq ( Shishak I). 


Mk (or 7] = яч 


Sekhem-kheper-RS-setep-n-Ra, Атеп-тегі- Usarken (Osorkon 1). 
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Amen-meri-Pankht, Pankhi. 
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Rá-nefer-àtem-khu, Taherq ( Tirhakah). 
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Uah ab Rå, Psemthek (Psammetl-chus I). 
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Mesut Rå, Kembatet ( Cambyses). 
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Setetu-Ra, Antariusha (Darius Hystas-pes ). 
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Setep-n-Ra-meri-Amen, Aleksandres ( Alexander the Great). 


Decipher the names of the following Kings 


MENA 1. Dyn. 3000 вс. 


DZESER (2озег) Зруп. 2778.2723 вс. 


ME) 
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KHEOPS (Chufu) 4. byn. 2723. 2563 sc. 
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© eu 4 
Kh U Е JU 


Kephren (капа) 4. Dyn. Senusert T [e] 12.руп. 1971 . 1928 ac. 


2723-2563 вс. 


ES «(o в ul PON) 


Ra Kha Е 
Ha Kheper Ka User 5 R T S N 


Tetmes 
Thotmes Ш (fetes m на} 18 оуп. 1505 . 1450 ac. 


MYKERINOS (мепкаига) 4. Dyn. 


MEET] сз кш 


о аш “г O ama d Aq 
- Ra Men Kheper Thot Mes 5 


Ва Меп Kau 


1 Amenhotep 
Amenophis II ( Be Pisses o) 1B руп. 1450.1425 вс 
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Nefertiti ( Nefer Neferu - деп) 18 оул. 
1372 - 1354 sc. 
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Royal Wife Great Lady | Nefer i Neferu | 
і р | ^ ا‎ 
Nefer 


T / Ti 
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Echnaton Е Ra = 18. vyn. 1372 - 1354 вс. 


Amen Hotep 
(4 menophis IV ) 
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Tut Ank Amen 18oyn. 1354-1345 вс 


(web Kheperu Ra) 


w № a б 
© ® Kheper > , 
a Т 
© ши Ç- Ankh 
О fa ۱ А 
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Heg Annu Resu 
Ruler High Priest King of Upper Egypt 
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ч Ptah - Meri-En-Seti 
. Dyn. 12 _ 1298 вс. 
Seti I ( Men - Mat- Ва ) 19 руп 13 "T 
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Ramses I Mat- Ra Ra-messu | 79 оул. 


Setep-en-Ra meri- Amen 
1298 - 1235 sc. 
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Alexander the Great 


ALEKSANDRES ( Setep- en-Ra - meri- Amen) 
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Best known Egyptian Gods 
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Sets of 12 colour transparencies of: 
Pyramids 

Cairo Mosques 

Memphis and Sakkara 

Luxor - Karnak - Thebes 

Sound & Light at Karnak 

Assuan & Philae 

Rock Temple of Abu Simbel 
Tombs of Kings at Thebes 

Tombs of the Nobles at Thebes 


Various books with colour plates from: 

Egyptian Museum Cairo 

Memphis and Sakkara 

The tombs of the Kings and Nobles at Thebes 
Illustrated Nile Map from Alexandria to Abu Simbel 


A set of playing cards showing 52 coloured views of Egypt 


Very large collection of illustrated postcards of all Egypt. 


English Edition 


Rosetta Stone 
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